Study Time 25
* * * Read Ephesians 3:14-19

* * * Pray over this passage asking God to reveal His truth to you.


Right away Paul starts out in the posture of prayer, “bows his knees before the Father.”  It was unusual for Jews to kneel when they prayed.  Jews would stand as they prayed.


Look back at 3:1.  Paul is about to begin praying but gets sidetracked by explaining the mystery of the gospel.  Then, he picks up the prayer again in verse 14.  How many times do we get sidetracked when praying? 


Paul prays for 3 specific things:

1. strength

2. grounded in love

3. that they may be filled

* * * Why do they need strength?

* * * Why do they need to be grounded in love?

* * * Why do they need to be filled?


Paul prays that the strength given would be “according to His riches”; not giving from riches.  God is not giving us a small portion of His riches but ALL of His riches.


Paul prays EXTREMELY specifically for these Ephesians.  The key words are: 

· BREADTH

· LENGTH

· HEIGHT

· DEPTH

These words include every amount of space possible.  How wide, how long, how high, and how deep.

* * * What does Paul want them to know THIS well?


Notice that Paul does not desire that just one person understand this concept but as a body of believers, as the church, they would all understand it; key word being: “with all the saints.”

Application


My prayer for you girls is: more than you know and care about boys, the best movie, cell phones, song, or latest gadget, I pray that you would desire to know the love of Christ SO well along with your other believers.  Do not just be content where you are in your walk with the Lord.  We will never know all of God while on earth, but at least let’s pursue Him, desiring more knowledge of who He is living those truths out.  The more we desire to know God, the more our hearts will desire to be obedient to Him. I challenge you to get on your knees this day or week and pray out before God.  What is going to really matter in 10 years when you’re all 25; whether you have the best wardrobe or if you’re still following Christ?
